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It;div&gt;Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq&#39;s supreme Shia religious auth

ority, has issued rulings forbidding chess. After the 1979 Islamic revolution, p

laying chess was banned in public in Iran and declared haram, or forbidden, by s

enior clerics because &lt;span&gt;it was associated with gambling&lt;/span&gt;.&
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&gt;&lt;span&gt;A free account comes with access to all of the following:&lt;/sp

an&gt; &lt;spané&gt;Learn from our lessons, the  New to Chess section of t

he Guide is free for all members&lt;/span&gt;. Plus you get one additional Lesso

n of your choice per week. Practice with puzzles, 3 per day.&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div
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